[bookmark: _GoBack]In early years, the Middle East showed a relatively low number of HIV/AIDS related cases but recently there numbers have been increasing due to premarital sex and recreational drug use.
According to the United Nations AIDS council, between 2001 and 2011, the estimated number of people living with HIV in the Middle East and North Africa increased from 210 000  to 300 000. Since 2001, the number of people newly infected with HIV in the Middle East and North Africa has increased by more than 35%—from 27 000 to 37 000. Between 2005 and 2011, there was a significant increase (17%) in AIDS-related deaths in this region—from 20 000 to 23 000. 

